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tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other
from a million different centers of energy and
daring those ripples build a current which can
sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression
and resistance.” It is with great honor that |
am able to speak about this amazing group of
young activists who are spreading hope each
and every day; not just in their own commu-
nities but across the country, to those who
suffer from intellectual disabilities and their
families.

Too often the power of our words is under-
estimated and misunderstood. Today marks
the culmination of a month long campaign to
educate all of us about the positive and nega-
tive effects that our words can have. It is with
great joy today, that | am able to use my
words to support their courage and activism.

Thank you to all who pledge today to think
of others before they speak and thank you to
all who strive each day to promote universal
human dignity.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF LAREDO FBI SUPER-
VISORY SENIOR AGENT NORMAN
A. TOWNSEND

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 31, 2009

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Norman A. Townsend for his
service to the people of the State of Texas
and the nation as a whole. As he prepares to
move forward with his career of public service
with the FBI, we proudly honor him for his five
years of service to the Laredo Resident Agen-
cy where he has served as a senior super-
visory agent.

Mr. Townsend earned a Bachelor's Degree
in Accounting and a Master’s in Criminology
from Central Oklahoma University in Edmond
before he began his career with the FBI on
July 5, 1977. He worked as a fingerprint ex-
aminer and an accounting technician in Okla-
homa City before attending the FBI Academy
in Quantico, Virginia in 1984. Later that year
he was assigned as a special agent to the
Houston Division in Beaumont, Texas where
he performed a number of investigations and
continued his dedicated service to the bureau.

On August 4, 2003, Mr. Townsend trans-
ferred to the San Antonio Division in Laredo,
Texas where he worked as a Supervisory
Senior Agent. For the past five years, he has
served the community, the state, and our
country under the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion in Laredo. He has supervised agents, task
force officers, and support personnel as they
conducted investigations on public corruption,
white collar crime, and joint task force terrorist
investigations.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
Norman Townsend for his five years of dedi-
cated service to the FBI Laredo Resident
Agency and his 31 years of service to the FBI
as he prepares to move forward with his ca-
reer in the bureau.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 31, 2009

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, unfortunately | missed recorded
votes on the House floor on Monday, March
30, 2009. Had | been present, | would have
voted “Present” on rollcall vote No. 163 (on
motion to table H. Res. 295), “yea” on rollcall
vote No. 164 (Motion to Suspend the Rules
and Agree to H.R. 20), “yea” on rollcall vote
No. 165 (Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Agree to H.R. 479).

———

ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY’S
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MARION BERRY

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 31, 2009

Mr. BERRY. Madam Speaker, | rise here
today to pay tribute to one of Arkansas'’s finest
educational institutions, Arkansas State Uni-
versity. The University will commemorate its
100th anniversary this month. This achieve-
ment is a significant milestone for this school
and all who helped shape its history.

On April 1st, 2009, the Jonesboro Commu-
nity will gather at Arkansas State University to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
passage of Act 100, which established the first
four agricultural schools in Arkansas. Over the
past several decades, ASU has been the ben-
eficiary of a foundation of excellence, built by
the hard work and dedication from faculty,
alumni, administrators and the community.
Many individuals have invested in ensuring the
success of the school, and thanks to their ef-
forts we are also here today to thank them for
their service.

To build a great school, time and patience
are needed to attract and sustain a great fac-
ulty, develop a strong academic program, and
foster an alumni network. The process is long
and arduous, but Arkansas State University is
resilient and continues to produce distin-
guished alumni and groundbreaking achieve-
ments year after year.

Arkansas State University with its first-rate,
innovative style of education provides an un-
paralleled learning experience for their stu-
dents. The growing strength of the school is
demonstrated by the success of its students
after they graduate and its world renowned
reputation. Most importantly, the ideas and
achievements from ASU’s alumni will continue
to transform and benefit our nation for genera-
tions.

| stand here today to ask my colleagues in
the United States Congress to join me in con-
gratulating Arkansas State University on this
significant milestone. Arkansas State Univer-
sity has been powering the minds of its stu-
dents for 100 years. The University has come
a long way, has much to celebrate, and more
successes to anticipate in the years to come.

March 31, 2009

RECOGNITION OF MICHAEL J.
MANGINI'S E-911 INSTITUTE IN-
DUSTRY PROFESSIONAL AWARD

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 31, 2009

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, a week
ago today, | had the privilege of attending the
E-911 Institute’s 6th Annual Honors Gala Din-
ner Program to present my constituent, Mi-
chael J. Mangini, with the organization’s pres-
tigious industry professional award. | am
grateful to have had the opportunity to person-
ally recognize the extraordinary contributions
Michael has made to public safety during the
course of his remarkable career. | respectfully
request that my remarks from that evening be
printed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD as a
lasting and enduring tribute to this very special
man. Thank you.

Good evening. I'm pleased to be here to-
night with my colleagues for this occasion. I
am proud to be a member of the E-911 Cau-
cus and am very grateful for the important
work that the E-911 Institute does on behalf
emergency preparedness all across the coun-
try. I am especially honored to have been in-
vited to present your association’s pres-
tigious industry professional award this year
to one of the true unsung heroes of your pro-
fession and a constituent of mine from
Hopkinton, Massachusetts, Michael Mangini.

To those of you not from Massachusetts,
Hopkinton is best known as the starting
place for the Boston Marathon. I can’t drive
26 miles never mind run it but I wanted to
share that fun fact with all of you nonethe-
less. Michael is joined here tonight by his
wife, Susan; their daughter Christina; and
his very proud parents, Mr. & Mrs. Mangini.
I also want to point out Michael’s friend and
colleague at Plant CML, Paul Fahey, who
nominated Mike for this award. Paul’s par-
ents are also constituents of mine from
Worcester, Massachusetts so this is like an
episode of ‘““All in the Family” for me to-
night.

In all seriousness, Michael Mangini is truly
deserving of the honor you bestow on him to-
night. He has devoted his entire professional
career to improving emergency communica-
tions in both the public and private sectors.
First, as Director of Technical Services for
the City of Boston’s Emergency Services De-
partment, Michael earned the respect and
admiration of the entire public safety com-
munity. His conscientious commitment to
his job, his extraordinary expertise in the
field and his unfailing professionalism gar-
nered the attention of no less than the Gov-
ernor of Massachusetts who asked him to
serve as a founding member of the first
state-wide emergency telecommunications
board in 1991. As Chair of the Board’s Stand-
ards Committee, Michael was principally re-
sponsible for the development and implemen-
tation of one of the largest and most success-
ful E-911 programs in the nation. He served
on the state’s emergency telecommuni-
cations board for fully eleven years, and his
contributions in that role have undeniably
made the Commonwealth of Massachusetts a
safer place to live for all of its citizens.

In addition to his service to the state, Mi-
chael has been an active member of the Asso-
ciation of Public Communications Officials
(APCO) International since 1986 and is a past
recipient of its highest honor, the Presi-
dential Award. Michael has also been a mem-
ber of the National Emergency Number Asso-
ciation (NENA) since 1987 and served as
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